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Now What ?7?

We Americans have extremely short attention sp&xe.want short sermons, hesitate to make long-term
commitments (only about 1/3 of the membership tdinecommitment cards during November’s “Showers of
Blessings” campaign for the 2010 General Fund)fr@m one thing to another (some from one church to
another), quickly lose interest, are easily bopedfer sound bites to thoughtful analysis of issues

We also forget quickly. “Thanks, but what have glmne for me lately?” The Lord had a bone to pidk
the church in Ephesus (see Revelation 2:1-7). dtientended them for discernment and endurance, but
faulted them for having “forsaken” their “first ley’ They had forgotten what God had done for tlaeah
were failing to bear the fruits of good works. YyHed lost their fervor.

On the Sundays of Lent we sang the beautiful hyiread Me to Calvary.” Remember the chorus:

Lest | forget Gethsemane,
Lest | forget Thine agony;
Lest | forget Thy love for me,
Lead me to Calvary.

Will the “high” of Easter day quickly die? Will éhimpact of the suffering Christ endured becaus@iR
sins fade? Will we be Christians in name only wershipping if and when it's convenient, giving &k
offerings with the expectation that others willlpigp the slack as the church treasurer tries tbwdigta a stack
of bills for utilities, snow removal (remember Febry??), staff salaries, our church’s fair sharthefsupport
of our conference’s mission and ministry, and moYgl important ministries go unfulfilled because one
will assume responsibility for carrying them out?

Do we even care?

Is Easter just one day — albeit a special onethat comes around once a year and then is oved@mel
with?

A number of years ago someone posed this challgragiestion: If you were arrested for being a Gians
would there be enough evidence to convict you?

On April 5, the day after Easter, perhaps we shasldourselves: now what? What do | need to dhange
so that | take on more and more of the characiesist my Lord and Savior, to whom | owe everytting
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According to the spiritual accounts, it was justiag was dawning on that first Easter morning. Woenen
were moving quickly and quietly to the tomb, thexims full of the oils and spices that were a pathe
“proper” burial rituals. Their primary concern wiee opening of the tomb. Who would roll away shene?

To their astonishment when they arrived, not ong\the stone removed from the entrance, but thb toas
EMPTY! Have you ever considered wiyatr life would be like if the tomb had been full?

The tomb would have been full, but our lives wolbdédempty - empty of hope, empty of forgiveneagpty
of love! As Paul declares, “And if Christ has been raised, our preaching is useless and so s you
faith...And if Christ has not been raised, youttfas futile; you are still in your sins...If onfgr this life we
have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more #ihpeople.” (1 Cor. 15:14-19)

Praise the Lord that the tormas empty! Because the tomb was empty, our livesbeafull — full of hope,
full of forgiveness, full of love! And eternitypt! “But thanks be to God! He gives us the vigtthrough
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. 15:57)

| truly hope that you will join me in celebratiofithis great gift — a new, renewed life togethredesus
Christ, theRisen Lord.

Peace,

More From The Pastor . ..

As the glorious season of Easter continues throligimonth of April, (yes, Easter is a season ¢f fiays
until Pentecost), try something for the month. #ase who regularly read the Bible: when you hger
devotional time, try reading a different translatioom the one with which you are most familiarrajside the
one you usually read. For example, if you usuadhd the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), tlee o
we have in the pews, try reading the same scriptuttee Good News version, the New Internationalsitn
(NIV), or “The Message,” a paraphrase. Then seat\dliferences there are in the words and phraBes.
you sense any different meanings? Does a “lighirgahat passage that you never experienced befuvay
do you think these passages differ (if they doj®erirtry to find out a little information about tharious
translations - when they were made; who made iy they were made.

If you haven't been regularly reading the Biblg,ttris exercise for a month. You might find thadtarts a
habit that you won’t want to break. It might hglpu overcome your “fear” of reading the Bible wheu see
the words in language you may be better able tenstand. If you don’t have a Bible, see Pastordyfan

Finally, you might want to try this exercise wittireend or relative, or maybe a child or grandchddcussing
the passages together. You have a whole libraopénbook - the Bible. Enjoy!
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Food For Thought

Isn’t it strange how a 20 dollar bill seems likelsa large amount when you donate it to churchsbah a
small amount when you go shopping?

Isn’t it strange how two hours seem so long wheuirgoat church, and how short they seem when yeu ar
watching a good movie?

Isn’t it strange that you can’t find a word to salgen you're praying, but you have no trouble thimgkihat to
talk about with a friend?

Isn’t it strange how difficult and boring it is tead one chapter of the Bible, but how easy i iead 100
pages of a novel or Zane Grey book?

Isn’t it strange how everyone wants front-row tick concerts or games, but does whatever islgedsi sit
in the last row in church?

Isn’t it strange how we need to know about an et@nthurch 2-3 weeks before the day so we caudelt
in our agenda, but we can adjust our scheduletf@r@vents at the last minute?

Isn’t it strange how difficult it is to learn a flaabout God to share with others, but how easytib iearn,
understand, extend, and repeat gossip?

Isn’t it strange how we believe everything that m#Eges and newspapers say, but we question thesword
the Bible?

Isn’t it strange how everyone wants a place in baabut they don’t want to believe, do, or say himg to
get there?

Isn’t it strange how we send jokes in e-mails dreytare forwarded right away, but when we are gtong
send messages about God, we think about it twitdee share it with others?

It's strange, isn't it, that “God so loved the wibthat the Lord gave God’s only son, that whoeadieles in
him shall have life everlasting” (John 3:16)!!!
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Holy Humor Sunday
April 11, 2010

Joy is at its best when it expresses the transfimmaf sorrow — as on Easter. The Sunday &ftester
(April 11 this year) is Holy Humor Sunday in a giiagg number of churches, including Quakertown United
Methodist Church.

Laughter will ripple through sanctuaries acrossmation, as the joy-filled reminders that have ediéhe last
laugh on sorrow, death, pain, and despair.

Holy laughter may come from the silliness of clommsome churches, the timing of a great punchfliom
the pastor or church members, from seeing ballstok to the peak of a church ceiling. A thousdifterent
laughs born out of one great defeat of death!

The ongoing joy of Easter will not merely dull thain of Good Friday, it will transform the tearsetfears,
and the despair into a chorus of holy humor. Clsissen! It is really worth laughing about!

This first Sunday after Easter, Quakertown Unitegtivddist Church will worship through the joys ofyho
laughter. There will be balloons, Easter “carolsjinorous anecdotes, the joy of the scriptures cafaiful
clothing (you are encouraged to wear bright, joglothing). May the joy of Easter be with you amair
family all through the year!

WHY HAVE HOLY LAUGHTER SUNDAY?

© Because we are Easter people, celebrating thereetian!

© Because everyone who is trapped in the tomb &fadeind sorrow needs to hear the joy of the Good
News!

© Because God has a sense of humor. God has thieugh and the last word. That word is Resuroeciin
Jesus.

© Because the joke is on human reason and rigidityist is risen! Christ is risen indeed!

© Because there is a lot of joy in the scriptureggiby the Holy Spirit!

© Because the apostle Paul refers to himself andadHg Christians as “fools for Christ’'s sake” (1rol10).

© Because Proverbs 17:22a declares, “A merry heargood medicine,” and Ecclesiastes 3:4a stas¢s th
there is “a time to laugh.”

© Because we live in a world that is joy-impaired.

© Because we are surrounded by chronic seriousAdsgs.world likes to focus on the negative.

© Because the Christian perspective on the othet Isapositively joyful! Christians are Easter pkop

© Because of Easter, we have the knowledge, the thié hope, and the relationship with the Lord taen
turn sadness into gladness!

© Because we are celebrating the laughter of God@wd’'s enemies — sin and death.

© Because let’s not live another day as if He wexadd Laughter is a sign that we are filled withdGo

blessings!
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Just Por Kicks | 1]

The book of Proverbs is classifiedwisdom literature, and in its pages we find a wellspring of wisdoSimply

defined, wisdom is the ability to make good decisio Throughout the book of Proverbs, we find aisbipicture of
wisdom and the person who possesses it. Overtktehree months, we'll flesh out a pictureTdfe Wise Person
According to Proverbsin the form of an outline. For me, the logicahil and ordering of outlines help me process and
connect with information. | hope this format idgfel for some of you as well.

The Bible often uses the word “man” to mean hunahar than male. This outline will follow that pah, so while
we’ll use the word$e andhis, these principle and characteristics are interidegply to each of us. This month we’ll
look at the characteaf the wise man; next month we’ll look at the tielashipsof the wise man (to the Lord, to his
family, to his friends and neighbors); the follogimonth we’ll look at the wordsf the wise man (their power, their
character, their source).

The goal here isn’t to make us feel guilty for whe're not, but to challenge each of us to do witaip8ire teaches: “to
attain wisdom, discipline, and understanding; tpuire a disciplined and prudent life, doing whatigdht and just and
fair” (Proverbs 1:2-3). May we read the outliniattfollow not merely for information, but for trsfiormation. As we
ask hard questions about our character, our rakttips, and our words, may we be convicted of muasd convinced
of His grace, His mercy, and His desire and powéransform us into the people we were createedto b

The Wise Person According to Proverbs

l. HIS CHARACTER

A. He is teachable, not intractable
1. He receives and loves instruction (18:15; 19:20)
2. He grows in wisdom (1:5; 9:9; 10:14)

B. Heisrighteous, not wicked
1. Hefearsthe Lord (1:7; 14:16)
2. He hates what is false (13:5)
3. He shuns evil (3:7; 14:16; 16:6)
4. He does what it righteous (2:20)
5. He speaks the truth (22:21)

C. Heis humble, not proud (15:33)

D. He is self-controlled, not rash

1. His temperament
a. Heis self-controlled (29:11)
b. He has a calm spirit (17:27)
c. Heis slow to become angry (29:8,11)

2. His actions
a. Heis cautious, not hasty (19:2)
b. He thinks before he acts (13:16; 14:8)
c. He thinks before he speaks (12:23; 15:2)

E. Heis forgiving, not vindictive

He is patient (19:11)

2. He is concerned about goodwill and peace (14:9)
3. He forgives those who wrong him (10:12; 17:9)

4. He is not vindictive (24:29)

=
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s SPRC Al phabet Soup?? LSS,

Do they still sell alphabet soup? That was vedetabup with small noodles in the shape of letters.
Sometimes references are made to groups in thelckhat mean as much to many members as alphalgt so
because we neglect to spell out what the letteemme

One such committee in all United Methodist churasédbe SPRC or PPRC. The letters standtaff-

Parish Relations Committeeor Pastor-Parish Relations Committee.QUMC has a staff of pastor, assistant
pastor, office manager (church secretary), orgahisir director, sexton. QUMC’s SPRC members akie
Swearingen (chair), Barry Gossler, Bill Tomlinsémdy Graham, Melea Rupert, Bill Scott, Mary Schwer,
Pete Sawadski, Matthew Borzio, Elaine Aber. Twditohal ex officio members (voice but no vote) are
Dave Jamison, lay leader, and Mike Lehr, lay menatb@nnual conference.

The committee is charged with conferring and colimgevith the pastors and other staff to keep tlasivised
of conditions and concerns of the congregation,tandterpret to the people the nature and funabibiine
ministry. For a more detailed listing of SPRC’gids and purpose, please see The Discipline dfithieed
Methodist Church Pastor Ross has a copy.

Staff members work with SPRC to develop job desioms, goals, and objectives. Each year the cotaait
and the staff work together on an evaluation preces

Please feel free to contact SPRC'’s chair, or anisahembers, with suggestions and concerns. fpeci

responsibilities and duties of the staff membeesdmveloped by the staff and SPRC together. Asues
relating to such responsibilities and duties sha@deferred to SPRC.

God’s Great Gifts

One of God'’s great gifts to us is the gift of musikhis year’s celebration of that giMMUSIC SUNDAY, is
scheduled foApril 25. There will beone unified service at 10:00 Sunday school will be held &100.

This will be a joyous and inspiring service. AIQUMC’s wonderful vocal and instrumental groupdl e
participating. Our church is blessed with so mahyp willingly use the talents God has given therpriase
Him and to enhance our worship.

Mark your calendarsRemember: One worship service at 10:00 and Sund&chool at 9:00 on April 25.
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QUMC Have You Noticed?
NOXAX X

QUMC has a beautiful new sign at the entranceeqtrking lot. The old one was looking shabby iand
need of repair. Thanks are due to Friendship €&ald to an individual donor for their generosityaying
for the sign, and to the Board of Trustees forrtdaigence in caring for the “nuts and bolts” afrdouildings
and grounds.

And Speaking of Buildings and Grounds...

Trustees have scheduled their anri@ling Clean-up Dayfor Saturday, April 17 Most of us don’t think our
individual clean-up times are much fun, but wheis done with others it becomes an occasion féoviedhip
and laughs — as well as coffee and donuts! Cohen you can — at 9:00 or later. The more waker
inside and outside, the easier the tasks and the the fun!

v

N A Maybe Youve Been Wondering

We do try our best to keep all of you informed through oral announcements, the Sunday bulletierias
the newsletter. But every so often there is somgtthat remains a question or a cause for confusio

For instance, you may have heard of Aw¢s 4 Fund — or maybe you haven't. This fund was launched
nearly 10 years ago when attention was broughtddihancial needs of some of our members. Sonestim
through no fault of their own, persons find thenasslin circumstances of need. As a Christian conity\a
church family, it is our blessed opportunity to eel$ such needs. So members are invited to helpgh the
Acts 4 Fund. The pastor and several lay personsider requests prayerfully and respond appropyiate
Members may designate a gift to this fund at amgtby including it in their regular church offering
envelopesmarking the amount on the line_*Other (specify)” and writing “Acts 4 Fund” on the line.

From time to time specific opportunities are givercontribute to this ministry. On Sunday, Aprl, Zuch an
opportunity will arise. A special offering for thfund will be received. Please do not take framryusual
gifts to the General and Christian Education Fumkden you give to a special cause. The church’dsige
on. Part of discipleship is sacrificial giving -ef money, time, talents.

You may be wondering also about the name of thd.fuPlease read the Book of Acts, chapter 4, baggnet
verse 32: “All the believers were one in heart emdd. No one claimed that any of his possessiasshis
own, but they shared everything they had...Them@we needy persons among them...money...washditgd
to anyone as he had need.”
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Spring Rummage Sale

Friendship Circle has scheduled their annual SgRngnmage Saléor Friday and Saturday, April 9 and 10.
Friday’'s sale runs from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.amd includes a bake table and light lunch menuur8ay’s
hours are from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Items to be s@g be brought to Miller Hall at the following tes:
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings, Api] &nd 8, from 9:00 till noon, and Wednesday night
April 7, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

Check your drawers, closets, and storage areamptmt, usable items that you no longer need. Exasnpl
cleanclothing in_goodcondition, games, toys, tools, jewelry, kitched ather household items, baked goods,
brown grocery bags. No very large and/or heavuysteplease.

Lots of help will be needed before, during, anérfbhe sale. For more information or to volunteehnelp,
contact Becky Petko (215.536.4741).

Teen Talk

Presented by Crossroads Pregnancy Care

Moms and their daughters, middle school and abaneeinvited to spend a morning discussing how o lo
towards their future with joy and confidence. Timteractive event will be held at Providence Pyéstian
Church, 2200 Krammes Road, Quakertown.

When: Saturday, May 15, 9:00 a.m. to noon. Contadeébreakfast will be served.
Cost: $12 per mother and daughter; $5 for eachiaddl guest.

For more information and to register, contact theter at 215.538.3180.

M Coming Soon

The highly anticipated new pictorial directdsygoing to print in a few weeks. Directoriesvaé sold in the
narthex following each worship service for $5 (th&ps cover printing costs).

If there have been archanges in address, etc. (this is_for everyaogjust those who were photographed),
contact Liz Cole as soon as possible.

If there is enough interest, a “yellow pages” sactivill be included. If you have a business anshwd
advertise in this section, contact Liz Cole at 386.2046 for all the details.
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Vacation Bible School

“Gadget’s Garageivill be the theme of Vacation Bible Schdhls summer, Sunday, June 27, through
Thursday, July 1from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Many helpers are neededhis popular event open to children
from the church and community.

“Job openings” include construction crew, set-utgmgs, music, preschool tour guides, registraticmya age
tour guides, snack helpers, and theme room/cratiegu Contact Sharon Vietmeier at 215.262.0432 or
vp@golfsweetwater.com if you can help out. Plagmieetings will be held on the following Wednesday
evenings at 6:30 p.m.: April 14, May 5, June $1eJA3. All are welcome to join us as we plan fos t
exciting event.

Gar dener s \Want ed:
No Experience Necessary

For QUMC'’s garden to supply fresh produce to tlwldood bank and others:

Position Job Description

1. Planners Ability to gather and formulate imh@tion into a workable format for growing a
vegetable garden

2. Researchers Find information on gardening basmeeded

3. Pricing Document cost of goods requisitiobgdhe committee

4. Purchasing Make purchases requisitioned bgaohanittee

5. Engineering Design a multiple barrel wateredtion system

6. Construction Layout and fence perimeter ofgamlen, build a secure foundation for the water
collection systems

7. Workers General duties: Planting, weedinlngi/cultivating, watering, fertilizing, harvesty

bug removal, etc.

2010 Actual Income - $65,194.67
2010 Budgeted Income - $75,066.64
2010 Amount Under Budget - $9,871.97

Church
Financial
Report

...Did you know that the gas bill last month for the church was $3,292.597?
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From Mike Lehr:

Thank you to all who volunteered and helped makedihner for the mothers and children at the Mdfor
Shelter a special and successful event. A spd@ak you to the Friendship Circle for their genero
donation of the funding for the food.

Here is an excerpt from an email that we receiveohfthe director of the shelter: “I received nathbut rave
reviews when | arrived to work on Monday. The &xdsaid it was the best meal they have had ingatlore.
The kids enjoyed the night too and loved the parzé sundaes. How wonderful of your group to care s
much to make the evening so special. We are Itckyve a group who is willing to help those indhee
Thank you again for all your kindness and hard work

Please be on the lookout for future opportunittegdiunteer and share God'’s love with those in our
community.

The Freeze Project

&

Saturday, April 17, is Global Freeze Project Daye Freeze Project is an idea inspired by a grouew
York called Improv Everywhere, which is taking theiessage global on Saturday, April 17. Partidipan
choose a public location to freeze in place foe fiminutes. “By having a large group participate;rt twist
on the improv concept is to use the event to drig@naon to some of the social injustices of theldio But
instead of protesting, they create an experienaieisHun, non-intrusive (in your face activismjgda
inclusive.” This “freeze” will call attention tdne reality of modern-day slavery. The partner pizgtions
participating include One Voice to End Slavery,Stioe Traffik, The Sold Project, and JustOne. Rore
information and details, check out their websitbath://thefreezeproject.com.

As a local coordinator, Mike Lehr will be facilitag the event for the Quakertown area. Detailshemactual
location and time of the “freeze” will follow shoyt There will also be a Facebook event page. t&rMike
lehr at mrlehr@gmail.com or 267.374.1051 if youiateresting in participating. This is not a “Gitran”
event, so if you know others who may be interestedte them along.

i

2

Welcome Spring!
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Time Out Talk

Spring is in the air at Parent’s Time Out! Durthg month of April the children will review the Hasstory
and learn about God’s wonderful creation. Manycgectivities are planned, including a “Bunny Day
“Hat Day,” and a special-elective class entitledip into Spring” - focusing on frogs! With the aiteh of a
new six-week class for young 2’s, a total of 4lldren will be attending classes each week.

As always, the staff and board of the Parent’s T@uoé program thank the congregation for its cordahu
support of this important outreach ministry to ygdamilies within our church and community. We
appreciate your spreading the word about this @mgo your relatives and neighbors. Registratfongext
year’s program are currently being accepted. médron is available on the church website at
www.qumc.com.

Additionally, an Open House is being planned foe lpril in conjunction with Faith Preschool. Once
finalized, details will be published in the chutahiletin and on flyers posted throughout the church

Fam||y Matters

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: Marge Barndt- April 15 and Evelyn Lewis April 22.

CONGRATULATIONS to: Matthew and Stephanie Borzio on the birtla gsbn, Coleon February 3.

IN MEMORIAM: Henry Burden - February 28.

Red Hot Chile Papers
o~ from Missionary John Elmore

| was going to write this newsletter informing yotall the good work that was done by Volunteers in
Mission (VIM) teams over the last eight months, dué to the recent earthquake I think this wilbleg¢ter.

Earthquake Chile

Friends, thank you for all your letters and praydfgst off, Cristina and | are fine. The areaave in is
about two hours west of the main earthquake agtivithe city of Angol where we live and work was \with
a 8.9 earthquake. Many buildings were damagedrzkeyepair. The buildings that suffered the most
structural damage were made of adobe, so manyoleétyrick buildings were heavily damaged.

El Vergel Agricultural School, where | presently lkpsuffered damage as well. The Hostal, whicinés
original farmhouse and is still used by the sclamoh kind of hotel, was severely damaged. Thedehat
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will come this year will be working on this buildjn The other damage that was significant wasedsithool
Church, which is another beautiful old buildinghel'Social Hall where a lot of volunteers worked thast
year also will need some work.

Much work will need to be done to the outside al§ asthe inside. Here in Chile fall is approachand that
is the rainy season. For that reason it is urgefik the outside of these buildings. When grosfast coming
in July, we can work on the inside.

As | am writing this letter, March 6, 2010, it ix slays after the earthquake. We have had at {kest shakes
per day. Everyone keeps expecting a bigger aneakes it very hard to work, but everyone is ddimgr

part in continuing their lives and repairing ther@aye where they can. The accessibility to intefioretne

here has been sparse. The first few days aftdirtheuake, we had no electricity or communicataith the
outside. We had no water. Slowly things are @nntiend. Yesterday | was able to go to the hardstare
and purchase some supplies. Today, after a 6l&dh&s morning, they are only permitting one pargothe
store at a time. So it is not over here. | baigvs going to be a while before things returmésmal.

Children’s Home

Here in Angol, The Methodist Church supports adieih’s home. It is a place where kids from six therto
18 years old come to live. They are sent by thetspdue to problems in their homes, such as $akuese,
alcoholism, drugs, or sometimes the parents just afford to have them. A few members of my cluand
| spend a lot of time with them, having cookoutd #aking them to parks. We try to give them theeland
attention they so desperately need. Church mengjoetisere every week and do a devotional with th@vie
take our guitars and sing with them.

Over the last eight months, every VIM group that bame to work at El Vergel Agricultural School el
the experience of being with the kids in their ham&his has made a huge impression on these Ridishe
groups have donated something — new furnituréhferarea where the parents come to visit, a egfiigr,
metal lockers with locks so that the older kids baxe their own things. One group from Alabama fingel
ladies there every day, painting beautiful muralghe walls, and also painting other walls. Thacpllooks
and feels completely different from the way it ditien | first visited anshow the bad news.

The buildings’ walls are adobe. During the eanyn&ay morning hours of February 28, the kids gatodu
their beds and were rushed outside into the yaleky could not return to their temporary home thight or
even now. The home has been condemned. The kigstaken, along with some mattresses, to our bhurc
building. That is where they are now and probatly/be until we can find them a new home. We nubed
their things from the home into the church. | gghle last two days with the group that was with pwdting
together bunk beds, and sorting clothes, turniegibstairs classrooms into dorm rooms.

The decision by the board is to try to build themesv home. We are working on finding land somewher
town. It is possible that the owners of the olthlep that has been condemned, will sell us the prgpeis
possible that we could build something new in thme location.

Reflection

When | talk to churches and VIM groups that come w&ork with me | remind them that the physical work
that is done is secondary. The most important wetkat relationships with Christ are developed Hrat the
relationship between you and God is strengthetigd.also important that the relationship betwéga
different cultures is strengthed. | don’t wansay that the work is not important, but the relagioips in
Christ are eternal. Buildings fall down, and wedgust seen a prime example of what a five-mimaieh
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shake will do here in Chile as well as in Haitio Bhile we dig foundations and footings and raisewalls of
a new building, maybe God is building somethingrsfler and everlasting in us.

Out of the rubble and when the dust settles, thegirce of God is seen, through the helping handsny
that come to the immediate rescue in prayer.

Request
If you would like to help financially with eitherf these projects:

- The repair work on the Agricultural School, whiwbuld include work on The Hostel, The Church,
and the Social Hall/Gymnasium.

- Funds to help us build a new Children’s Homest dunote - the government department, from wthezre
children come and through which they are monitphed offered to help with some construction fuiads
the rebuilding.

This is the advance number - General Construaidhile #3020485.

Write on the check where you want these funds t&tj®ergel Agricultural School or Children’s Tratienal
Home.

The Advance: How To Give
The Advance is an official United Methodist progrémat gives you the opportunity to give to the rsinj of
your choice. From here you can donate in any @fdlowing ways: online, through your United Methst
church, by mail, or by phone.

Giving Online
You can give to any of the ministries, missionadad projects currently supported by The Unitedhddist
Church through Global Ministries.

Make A Gift Online
100% of each gift to The Advance reaches its irtdnaission or ministry.

Through Your United Methodist Church
Make your check payable to your local church. Wiite name of the ministry and the Advance codebsum
on the check. Drop your gift in any United Mettgidihurch offering plate or give your gift to yathrurch
treasurer, so that your church and annual conferaitget Advance credit.
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From Missionary Helen Sheperd
\g y CPO Box 1242, Ulaanbaatar 13, Mongolia

Dear Friends,

Greetings to you from Mongolia! Happy Valentin®ay and Happy Lunar New Year, too. This is theryea
of the Tiger here.

This Lunar New Year rolls around fast, like evemthelse these days. For four days Mongolians will
celebrate by visiting family members’ homes, eatimgat dumplings, sharing the snuff bottle, talkizugg
sometimes drinking lots of alcohol. We pray thas will be a safe and peaceful holiday for fansilfeere,
knowing that the alcohol may make family relatiopshvery difficult and that many people will beueding
on the roads as fast as they can drive to getrteeBmf their loved ones. Actually, today has beé&eautiful
day and so very pleasant for visiting. It is cJsamny, and very crisp.

The three young missionaries visited the home efafrthe young church members yesterday, which was
Tsagaan Sar Eve (New Year's Eve). They had a greateating, playing games, and visiting with taily.
Today after worship two of the young people andited one family’'s home, our church manager. Téaey
very gracious hosts - lots of good food and ¢ailement from the husband, as he played his acoohd
harmonica. He took a photo of the whole grouptivigifrom the church, and is going to use it onbdosk of
poetry, which will be published this summer, abtiends.” Then we moved on to the very modestafea
single church member. She is studying English thi#se two young missionaries. We had buuz, meat
dumplings and fermented horse milk there, too.eAdt good time of visiting, we left for home wittaps to
visit another family tomorrow afternoon.

Our yearly rush of visitors will start in only tweeeks. We have a team from San Diego, and a foéonde

of the missionary interns, and still another persophotographer/journalist from GBGM will be hévemake
a DVD about the Mongolian Mission. Then comes Aanid perhaps the main Christian event, Eastecame
celebrate joyously with no visitors. In May we Miave a UMC/KUMW group coming to lead a seminar fo
all of the UMW women of three congregations. Tlkemes the busy summertime of visiting teams.

We're hoping to have a doctor come in April to teatbout symptom control and other things. She has
experience as a palliative care doctor in Washimgto

Hospice will be having a nurse volunteer from Gemynieturn for one month of visiting patients fgng
and praying with them. She has already been wittHwmspice for two years. Astrid takes her vacafrom
hospital work to come here to volunteer and wehaggpy to have her angelic appearance and voiaanfor
month. The patients just love to have her visigrethough she knows no Mongolian language.

Please keep praying for our Mongolian Mission a&sfilancial problems have gotten worse and | ceaet
how we can continue like this much longer. Whdt mappen to our programs? | don’t know. But lwlant
you to know so that you can get all of the prayarners you know praying for us here.



