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Quakertown United Methodist Church 
1875 Freier Road    

Quakertown, PA 18951 
215.536.4992 

 

Visit our website at www.qumc.com 

Share Christ    Grow in Christ    Serve Christ February 2016 

By now everyone should be aware of changes taking place at QUMC.  In a communication to 

all members, Dennis Pfleiger, chair of Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), explains the 

steps already underway to enable the transition to go as smoothly as possible. 

 

Interim pastor the Reverend John Kunkel, a retired Lutheran minister, will serve QUMC until 

April.  Already his caring spirit and meaningful messages have made a positive impact on our 

congregation. 

 

In his ministry the Reverend Kunkel emphasizes that a relationship with our father God is 

possible only because of God’s wonderful grace, manifested in Jesus Christ.  He recalls that 

the seed of his call into the ministry was planted when he was a teenager.  His pastor was 

impressed by the message he gave at a meeting of the church’s youth group.  The minister 

asked young John if he had ever considered going into the ministry.  “And the rest,” as Pastor 

Kunkel puts it, “is history.” 

 

2016 is a year of transitions for the people of QUMC.  Let us pray for one another and for our 

church, practice forgiveness, and put behind us grievances and disagreements.  Let us 

determine to move forward together, witnessing with a clear voice to the amazing grace of our 

Lord. 
 

“If we focus on our differences, our focus is on each other. 

If we focus on unity, our focus is on God.” 

-Anonymous 

Transitions 
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It was February 3.  I was driving some lesser-traveled roads right after the infamous “Groundhog Day Ice 

Storm of 2011.”  I had just turned a corner when I noticed a few birds huddled together on the lawn… well, 

sort of… the lawn was under a foot of ice and snow! 
 

“Wow!” I thought.  “Robins!  Those goofy birds must have listened to the Groundhog!”   
 

It had been, after all, barely 24 hours before that Punxsutawney Phil had decreed, by not having seen his 

shadow, that we would be having an early spring!  I commiserated with the plight of the robins.  What on earth 

were they doing here… now… under these conditions?!  If, indeed they had listened to the Groundhog and 

followed his prognostication, were they “betting on the wrong rodent!” 
 

This epiphany-like serendipity event raised a more profound question in my mind.  “To whom do WE listen?”  

A long time ago, a man named Jesus was born into our world—the Son of God incarnate [God ‘in the flesh’] 

had come to live in our world.  A large part of Jesus’ earthly ministry was telling people about the kingdom of 

God.  To all who would listen, Jesus would impart the great treasures of what a life of faith and trust in God 

was like.  In words and deeds Jesus spent his life calling people to listen to him so that they might come to 

know God in a way that only the Son of God could tell the story.  We are called to listen to the Lord of Life.  In 

that act of listening we are challenged to turn our back on the world’s way to hear and find life eternally in the 

Kingdom of God. 
 

From the very beginning there have many who did not want to hear what Jesus had to say.  His words put them 

in the uncomfortable situation of having to make some changes in their lives.  And for many of us, change is 

not easy to embrace!  As the Church season of Epiphany comes to a close we near the Lenten season which 

begins with Ash Wednesday on February 10.   
 

In our world Lent is an all-but-forgotten season.  The idea of coming face-to-face with our sin, the notion of 

being truly repentant, and the task of taking time for spiritual reflection are passé in our enlightened world.  

We don’t have the time to turn away from the world and listen to the one sent by God—his own Son.  Yet that 

is precisely what God asks!  In the Transfiguration story from Luke 9 we read, “Then from the cloud came a 

voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!’”  That heavenly voice beckons us as well.   
 

This Lent I invite all who will listen… to join in reflecting upon WHAT the Kingdom of God is about.  I urge 

all to take the time to listen… that the still, small voice of God might speak to your heart! 
 

Hoping to hear from you! 
 

Pastor John 
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Join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent for 
 

Growing in Christ:  5 Spiritual Disciplines 
 

Wednesday, February 17:  Worship 
 

Wednesday, February 24:  Fellowship 
 

Wednesday, March 2:  Prayer 
 

Wednesday, March 9:  Bible Study 
 

Wednesday, March 16:  Giving 
 

Thanks to Bud Holland, John Kunkel, Brad Leight, and  

Joel Thompson for their participation in this program. 
 

5:00 - 6:15 p.m.  Supper 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Lenten Program* 
 

*A Lenten program for children in kindergarten through grade 5 will also be offered.   

Nursery will be available as well. 

 

Ash Wednesday Worship 

February 10  -  7:00 p.m. 
 

Maundy Thursday Worship 

March 24  -  7:00 p.m.  

Lent 2016 
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From Missions Commission 

Deepest appreciation to the congregation for the support of recent special offerings.  The Blanket Sunday 

offering raised $753, while Imagine No Malaria raised $819.  Thank you so much for your continued 

generosity on behalf of these, as well as other, mission projects of the church. 

 

Feast Food Pantry items for February:  juice, cereal (hot or cold), cereal bars.  Put your donations in the 

grocery cart inside the front door. 

 

Spaghetti Dinner  -  Saturday, March 19, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Adults: $9.00; children ages 4 to 10: $4.00.  

Salad bar, spaghetti and meatballs, desserts.  This is an important fundraiser for missions. 

A new elective Sunday School class is now underway, focusing on the Book of James.  To frame the study, 

John Wesley’s own notes on James will be used. 

 

James, the half brother of Christ and a leader of the early church in Jerusalem, wrote a powerful letter to the 

Christians of his time with a message that is clear and simple for us today.  Learn from trials, seek wisdom, do 

not show favoritism, control your tongue, do not judge, teach carefully, show mercy, and more.  His teaching 

keeps up an amazing pace of correction and guidance steeped in love, and he has much to teach us today about 

faith leading to action. 

 

The class meets at 10:00 a.m. in the Conference Room. 

New Adult Elective  
Sunday School Class 

Or if for any other reason you can’t get to church, please remember that the church’s expenses don’t take a 

week off.  Please bring the offering you would have given on the Sunday you missed with you the next time 

you come to church.  Thanks! 

If It Snows . . 
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Festival Sundays 

Four times a year so-called Festival Sundays are scheduled.  On these Sundays there is one worship service at 

10:00 a.m., instead of our customary three services.  One these days Sunday School classes meet at 9:00 a.m.  

This year’s schedule: 
 

March 20  - Palm Sunday 

*May 15  -  Pentecost/Confirmation 

*October 2  -  World Communion 

*December 18  -  Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

*covered dish meal in Miller Hall following the service 

American Home Life is looking for loving Christian homes to host a Japanese exchange student for seven 

days, March 21 to 27.  Eighth and ninth grade students will attend Faith Christian Academy in Sellersville.  

School district busing available. 

 

The mission statement of American Home Life International is “to provide qualify education programs to 

international students in the safe, caring environment of Christian host families where they will experience the 

love of Christ.” 

Host an Exchange Student 

All couples are invited to a Valentine’s Day party Friday, February 12, 7:00 p.m. at the home of Jerry and 

Debi Umstead, 1523 Pilgrim Lane, Quakertown.  Please bring a snack to share and a small gift (maximum 

value  -  $5.00) to exchange. 

 

For directions call or email the Umsteads at 215.538.3069 or jdnru@verizon.net. 

Be My Valentine 
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Spring Clean-Up Day will be held on Saturday, April 30 from 8:00 a.m. to noon. Come out for fellowship, fun, 

and cleaning!!! 

Please Note: 

The Thursday afternoon Life Group has changed its meeting time from 2:30 to 2:15 p.m.  The group meets at 

the home of Mary Schwer. 

The sign-up sheet for sponsorship of altar flowers is posted inside the entrance doors to the church.  Cost is 

$30, which includes both vases of flowers.  This is a great way not only to brighten up the sanctuary on 

Sunday morning, but also to remember someone, honor someone, or celebrate a special occasion. 

 

Those sponsoring flowers are welcome to take them home following the 11:00 a.m. service. 

Altar Flowers 

Save the Date! 

Join the Faithbuilders as Gail Schadler leads a new Sunday School elective beginning on February 7 and based 

on John MacArthur’s book, A Tale of Two Sons: The Inside Story of a Father, His Sons, and a Shocking 

Murder.  Along with Dr. MacArthur, examine this parable, known by some as “the greatest story ever told,” 

and discover its profound lessons about repentance, forgiveness, and the heart of God toward sinners. 

 

Faithbuilders meets at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings in Room 109/111. 
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Several years ago QUMC adopted a Strategic Plan, designed to identify areas of ministry and to set goals to 

keep the church moving forward.  The following is an updating of that plan. 

 

 

Extravagant Generosity 
 

“Give, and it will be given to you:  Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over will be put 

into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.”  Luke 6:38 
 

A growing church needs generous giving to support its ministries, pastoral leadership, and property.  A 

growing church needs members who understand and are committed to biblical principles of stewardship. 
 

 We will develop and implement educational strategies focused on giving that target all age groups. 

 Using multiple tools and means, we will communicate tangible results of giving and reports of the church’s 

financial status to the congregation on a regular basis. 

 We will commission a prayer ministry to pray regularly for the development of an attitude of generosity 

among members.  We will study patterns of giving to increase pledged and unpledged giving from the 

congregation. 

 We will define percentage giving and develop practical ways of achieving an increase in this giving. 

 We will develop a challenging year-round stewardship message to enhance the six-week pledge drive. 

 We will find a trained person to take the congregation through spiritual gifts assessment. 

 By 2018 the leadership of the church will model stewardship to the congregation. 

 

 

Radical Hospitality 
 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers.”  Hebrews 13:2a 
 

A growing church needs to be inviting, as well as welcoming.  We will work to encourage a culture of radical 

hospitality. 
 

 Within our building we will: 
 

 Create a welcoming environment for members and guests. 

 Contact identified guests within two weeks. 

 Schedule monthly contact with three members who have not attended church for two months. 
 

 Outside of our building we will: 
 

 Develop monthly rotation schedule of visitations for homebound, nursing/retirement communities  - 

 December 30, 2016 
 

 In the community we will: 
 

 Add 20 new members annually through June 30, 2018 

 Participate in three community events per year through 2018 
 

...continued on page 8 
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Intentional Faith Development 
 

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer.”  Acts 2:42 
 

A healthy church understands the importance of spiritual discipline in their lives to be in relationship with God 

and in service to the world. 
 

 IFD will choose a list of spiritual disciplines to focus on for the year by January 31, 2016. 

 IFD will offer a program or event for each of the chosen disciplines for the congregation as well as work 

on a sermon or sermon series targeting and exploring each one, including a contemporary and participatory 

element by December 31, 2016. 
 

A growing church understands that small groups are the most effective means of inviting people into a 

relationship with Jesus Christ and equipping them to grow, serve, and share. 
 

 We will provide intentional support for small group ministries and will increase our small group 

membership by 50% by December 31, 2016. 

 

 

Passionate Worship 
 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it.”  Psalms 127:1 
 

A growing church has inviting and inspiring worship that reflects the changing culture in which we live. 
 

 We will offer diverse worship styles and times that will result in a 20% (30) increase in weekly attendance 

by December 31, 2018. 

 

 

Missions 
 

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works in truth.”  1 John 3:18 
 

A growing church has engaged disciples in mission and outreach.  Jesus Christ commissioned us to love and 

serve others and to make disciples of all nations. 
 

We will increase local and global mission activities by involving more of our congregation members in 

mission by June 2018. 

The committee charged with finding a permanent organist has been working hard, exploring every 

avenue.  Organists are scarce!  Please continue to pray about this matter. 

Organist Search 
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Years ago Pastor Donald Miller (for whom Miller Hall is named) suggested that members 80 years and older, 

along with shut-ins, be given recognition on their birthdays.  We have done this ever since.   

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:  Ruth Barto  -  February 4, Don Barto  -  February 6, Marie Frankenfield and 

 Lorraine Hillegass  -  February 11, Thelma Bagg  -  February 14, Joseph Willauer  -  February 16,  

 Norma Lillie  -  February 19, Walter Bagg and Kathryn Landis  -  February 22. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Michael Hyde who has been promoted by the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference 

 Camping Ministry Board to Director of Innabah Camp & Retreat Center.  He has served as Innabah’s 

 Summer Camp Director and Retreat Host since last February, while Carson Simpson Farm’s director Ray 

 Neitz was the overall site administrator.  “My heart has always held a very special spot for the ministry of 

 Innabah,” said the husband and father of two, who has enjoyed camp experiences since his own childhood.  

 “I have enjoyed the past year, and I am excited and humbled to now be the Director of Innabah.  I look 

 forward to continuing to share the love of Christ, the word of God, and the joy of camping with all of our 

 campers and retreat guests.” 

 

ACCOLADES to QUMC youth who have volunteered at the Quakertown Food Pantry.  The latest issue of the 

 pantry’s newsletter thanked all volunteers, noting that the pantry served 7,981 households in 2015. 

 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION: 

 

“Please convey to the members my thanks for the beautiful poinsettia that was delivered to me by Marj 

Lofland for the Christmas holiday.   
 

A big thank you to the people who came to Hidden Meadows to sing carols for everyone.  I hope they liked 

the tour of the second and third floors.  Also, thank you for the wreath.” 

 

Anna Wolfinger 

 
“I would like to thank our church family for the cards and condolences at the pasting of my mother, Pearl 

Weisel.  Midge and I greatly appreciate your thoughtfulness and prayers during the Christmas season.” 

 

Tom Weisel 

 
“Many thanks to Steve Finch for all the things he does around the church building.  He is always willing to 

lend a helping hand and I can always count on him for help when needed.” 

 

Mike Zinn, Church Sexton 
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Registration is underway for the 2016-2017 school year for Quakertown United Methodist Church’s Faith 

Preschool program.  What an exciting year for Faith Preschool as it marks the 15th anniversary of the school 

along with its merger with the Parent’s Time Out program. 

 

 Classes for 4’s  -  AM & PM classes that meet 3 days a week on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 

 Classes for 3’s  -  AM & PM classes that meet 2 days a week on Tuesday & Thursday 

 Classes for 2’s  -  AM class that meets 2 days a week on Tuesday & Thursday 

                         AM class that meets 1 day a week on Wednesday 

 

To make the cost of quality preschool more affordable, special discounts include: 

 

 One registration fee per family ($35) 

 Younger sibling(s) tuition discount of 15% 

 Tuition discount for annual tuition paid-in-full in August (3%) 

 No activity fee 

 Monthly enrichment activities provided at no additional cost 

 -  “Stretch-n-Grow” physical/nutritional education program for 4’s 

 -  Music enrichment classes for 3’s 

 

For further information or to arrange an observational visit, please contact Melodie Schmouder, Registrar, at 

215.536.8172 or by email at faithpreschoolofficemanager@gmail.com.  Registration forms are available in the 

church lobby or online at www.qumc.com. 

Register Now for 
 

2016-2017 Classes 
 

Faith Preschool  

THE QUMC FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 
As of December 31, 2015 

 

Contributions and Pledges 
 

Budgeted Income:       $330,774.68 
Actual Income Received:  $270,525.49 
 
Note:  100% of conference apportionments were paid in full. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
6:30 p.m. 
Brownies, 
Daisies 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes 

2 
7:00 p.m. 
Missions, 
Trustees 

3 
6:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
6:30 p.m. 
Joyful Noise, 
Confirmation 
Class 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

4 
10:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band 

5 6 

7 ** 
12 noon 
Youth Group 
Pizza Lunch 
6:00 p.m. 
Life Group 

8 
5:30 p.m. 
Worship 
6:30 p.m. 
Brownies, 
Daisies 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes 

9 
6:00 p.m. 
Relay for Life 
7:00 p.m. 
Nominations 

10 
ASH  

WEDNESDAY 
 
6:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday 
Worship 

11 
10:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Finance, 
Praise Band 

12 
7:00 p.m. 
Adult & Family 
Ministries  
Valentine’s Day 
Party 

13 

14 ** 
HAPPY  

VALENTINE’S 
DAY 

15 
6:30 p.m. 
Brownies, 
Daisies 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes 

16 17 
6:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
5:00 p.m. 
Lenten Supper 
6:30 p.m. 
Lenten Program, 
Confirmation Class 
7:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

18 
10:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Leadership 
Team, 
Praise Band 

19 20 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Breakfast 

21 ** 
6:00 p.m. 
Youth Group, 
Life Group 

22 
6:30 p.m. 
Brownies, 
Daisies 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes, 
COPE 

23 24 
6:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
5:00 p.m. 
Lenten Supper 
6:30 p.m. 
Lenten Program, 
Confirmation Class 
7:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

25 
10:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
6:30 p.m. 
Nominations 
7:00 p.m. 
Intentional Faith 
Development, 
Praise Band 

26 27 

28 ** 
12 noon 
Miller Hall  
Reserved 
1:30 p.m. 
Kids’s Club Bowling 
with Youth Group 
6:00 p.m. 
Life Group 

29      

February 2016 
Church Activity Calendar 

** SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 


