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Quakertown United Methodist Church 
1875 Freier Road    

Quakertown, PA 18951 
215.536.4992 

 

Visit our website at www.qumc.com 

Share Christ    Grow in Christ    Serve Christ January 2019 

Make Room for JOY 

The story of Mary and Joseph tells of them traveling to his hometown.  Many of us travel home for Christmas 
as well. We journey near and far to gather with family and friends, some of whom we may not see at any other 
time of year. 
 
For infrequent travelers, the idea of getting on an airplane or packing the car can seem overwhelming. Where 
is that suitcase? Is this too big to be a carry-on? Do we have everything the kids will need? How will we travel 
with the gifts we’ll give and later return with the ones we’ll receive? 
 
Many will over pack, only to realize later we didn’t need to take everything with us.  In our everyday lives, we 
can also carry a lot of negative, emotional “baggage.” Anger about event(s) long ago still travel with us. Hurt 
from a difficult relationship seems always nearby. Internal struggles about money, time, and other resources 
are held onto.  
 
We need to pack lighter.  When we carry too much, we hinder our ability to receive. Our hands must be empty 
to embrace the JOY of Christ, to receive the love from our neighbors, friends and family. 
 
Do you tend to over pack? What might you leave behind? What good things have you missed because you 
were clutching onto something else? What negativity do you need to release? 
 
How will you make room for JOY in the 2019? 
 
A new year means new beginnings and fresh starts. Let go of the past.  Free yourself of the negative emotional 
“baggage”.  Embrace a new perspective.  Take a fresh look at the future and all the wonderful possibilities it 
holds.   
 
Prayer: O God, grant me the strength and courage to carry less “baggage” as I enter the new year.  Let me 
embrace the JOY of Christ to receive and give love freely as we start this new year. 
 
          A UMC.org devotion by Joe Lovino 
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“So I gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did not build;  

and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant.'” (Joshua 24:13) 

 

“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15) 

 

As we continue to celebrate Christmas and the Epiphany of our Lord, we also move into a new year, which 
signifies for us a time of renewal, new hopes, new dreams, and a fresh start.  

That must be the way the Israelites felt too as they renewed their vows to God at Shechem those many years 
ago. God had brought them into a new place, a place of promise, a place overflowing with fruits, and grains, 
and abundant water.  

But it was also a foreign place, a land that worshipped other gods, a people with different thoughts and 
customs, an unfamiliar sometimes hostile culture.  

God had not brought them into a place where they could build everything new from the ground up, ensuring an 
easy transition. But God brought them into an already established culture different from their own and told 
them to “till and keep” their covenant with God within this new place, to integrate with the people of that 
place, to plant the seeds of their relationship with God into the already blooming hearts of a different kind of 
people. They were to point to God’s presence in a place where no one had before paid attention. They were to 
proclaim God’s power in a place that knew God not.  

This is still God’s mission for us in the Church! Today, more than ever, we live in a culture foreign to who 
Christ is. And we are challenged each day to live out our faith among people who have not yet met Jesus face 
to face. To do this, we must be strong in our faith. 

Just as Joshua challenged the Israelites to renew their loyalty to God that day at Shechem, we too as members 
of Christ’s church must continually renew our loyalty to Jesus, as His followers, and His seeders of the gospel 
to our surrounding communities. 

I don’t know about you, but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord! said Joshua. Can we all as a 
Church community say it together? “As for me and my Church, we will serve the Lord!” 

We will serve the Lord not in the time and place we wish we were given, but in this time and place which we 
have been given, and to which we have been called! 

This is an exciting time for Quakertown United Methodist Church in 2019. Come and be a part of something 
bigger than we are, greater than we ever could be, and more awesome than we can possibly imagine! 

Blessings to you all in 2019! 

                   Pastor Lori 

From the Pastor’s Palette 
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Christian Education 
Opportunities 

“Methodist Identity: Our Beliefs” 
 
January 6, 2019 through the end of April, join Gail Schadler and the Faithbuilders in Room 109/111 for a 
Wesley Ministry Network video series.  This study covers distinctive elements of Christian faith in the 
Wesleyan/Methodist tradition.  Eight sessions will be broken into 16 to allow for prayer, video presentation 
and discussion in our classroom.  The topics covered include: The Nature of Methodist Doctrine, Trinity & 
Christology, Prevenient Grace & Repentance, Justifying Faith & Assurance, Sanctification, Baptism & 
Christian Initiation, Eucharist, and Eschatology (death, judgment and destination of the soul.)  Pastor Lori will 
facilitate this class March 24, 31 and April 7 while Gail is on vacation. 
 
 

"Shalom" Bible Study Hour: Stories of the Hidden Matriarchs 
 

Starting January 2, 2019:  Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. with Pastor Lori Wagner 
        Room 109/111 

 
We all know the wives of the patriarchs, like Sarah, Rachel, Leah, Rebecca. But who are the true 
Matriarchs of the Messiah? In a culture in which all reputable genealogies were designated through the 
fathers of the tribes, Matthew's genealogy mentions five revolutionary women, whose stories helped 
define Jesus' ministry. Who are they? What secrets do they reveal?  Come and join us on Wednesdays! 
 

 
The "Edge" Bible Journey: "The Beginning" - Reading the Bible Through Genesis 
 

Starting January 7, 2019:  Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
        Room 109/111  

 
An Experiential Bible Journey! Everything you wanted to know about the scriptures begins in Genesis. 
This foundational Bible Study takes us through an exciting journey into the oldest and most beautiful 
stories of scripture. If you are new to the Bible or wanting to learn more about faith, OR if you're a 
seasoned disciple, and want to delve further into the origins of our relationship with God as a people of 
faith, learn how that story connects to your own life and your own story. Come join us on Mondays! 
For the curious or committed of any age! 
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Have You Heard  
of New Year’s 
Resolutions? 

Silly question. Of course you have! About this time of year, it can be hard to get through a day without hearing 

either the resolutions themselves or reports of how they're going for others. People of all ages are making 

commitments to join new groups, attend old ones more faithfully, be kinder, study more, start the day 

differently, etc. Churches are bombarded with the same ideas. “5 New Year’s Resolutions Every Church 

Should Have!” “11 New Year's Resolutions For Church Leaders!” And then we get articles on how to make 

them stick. Keep it simple, start small, plan a trend of change not an instant one. It's overwhelming. And how 

do we respond?  

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 

away; behold, the new has come.  

Now, change isn't bad. In fact, it can be great, and a new year is as good a reason as any to make decisions 

about priorities. Our church is making resolutions for next year, too - casting vision at the team level and 

together as a church body, honing our mission, equipping our people through prayer and study, and making a 

difference locally and globally in the name of Jesus.  

 

Ephesians 4:22-24 (ESV) ... to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life ... and 

to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.  

There are personal changes we will consider, too. As Christians, our faith permeates every part of our lives. 

What kind of change are we feeling called to as members of Christ's church? There are so many ways to take 

the next step on our own faith journey, and the church can help us do it. Are we called to study or seek 

guidance? Life groups, Sunday morning classes, Bible in a Year, and like-minded individuals can partner with 

us. Have we felt pulled to the discipline of prayer? Joining the prayer chain or finding a partner to pray for or 

with and also to hold us accountable is a great idea. Should mornings include a short devotion? Apps like the 

YouVersion Bible have hundreds of daily devotions and Bible reading plans that can be done individually or 

with friends, with programmable reminders. There are websites that will email you a daily devotion or simply 

provide one if you navigate there. Time-honored devotion books like “My Utmost For His Highest” can find a 

cozy home on the corner of a dining room table or nightstand.  

 

One of the great and wonderful certainties about our faith journey is that it's never over, and there is always 

something that can bring us closer to God and to fulfilling our calling as his children. These are only a few 

topics, but partnering with a friend in faith and fellowship can make a real difference. Whatever we feel called 

to tackle, we should remember to leave ourselves space for grace in our resolutions and to enjoy the journey 

each step of the way.  



The Freier Flyer Page 5   

From Missions Commission: 
 
FEAST Food Pantry:  Items for the month include paper products (paper towels. bath tissue, tissues, wraps, 
etc.). 
 
Souper Bowl Sale:  Missions will be taking orders the month of January for homemade soup to be ready for 
pick up on Super Bowl Sunday, February 3.   Soups include: chicken noodle, chicken rice, and vegetable beef. 
Order forms are available in the narthex. Cost is $6 per quart. 
 
Missionaries Visit & Luncheon:  On Sunday, January 20, Eliberto and Molly (Jamison) Juarez, missionaries 
with Mision Vida y Paz in El Salvador, will be speaking briefly at each service sharing their experiences.  A 
luncheon  will be hosted by Missions following the 11:00 a.m. service.  Please join Missions for this 
presentation and to learn more about the ministry of Eliberto and Molly. 
 
For more information about Missions, contact Carol Pertuit (610-346-6713 or carolpertuit@verizon.net). 

QUMC Kid’s Club 
 
Upcoming events through May 2019: 
 

January:  Saturday, January 20, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
   Games and ice cream social in Miller Hall  
February:  Saturday, February 16, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
   Random Acts of Kindness, crafts and baking in Miller Hall  
March:  To be announced 
April:   Friday, April (date to be announced), 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. Saturday  
   Overnight Lock-In at the church including light breakfast in the morning  
May:   Sunday, May 19, 12 noon to 2:00 p.m.   
   End of the year celebration!  
 

For more information on any of these events, contact Christine Rush (rushcm@npenn.org).  

For Your Information 

“Did You Know?” Article of the Month   
 
If you have an interest in participating in this Intentional Faith Development project by writing an article, 
contact Babs Kerns at babs.kerns@gmail.com. 
 
Monthly Newsletter Submissions 
 
If you have items for the monthly newsletter you can email them to QUMCNewsletter@gmail.com or you can 
put them in the newsletter mailbox in the church office.  To assure your items are published in the next 
monthly newsletter, please email editor Teddi Miller or drop off the information in the church newsletter 
mailbox by the 15th of the month prior to the publishing month.  Thank you! 

mailto:Carolpertuit@verizon.net
mailto:rushcm@npenn.org
mailto:babs.kerns@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events 

New Confirmation Class 
 
A Confirmation Class will be forming in early 2019.  Contact Pastor Lori for more information (360-298-8327 
or loribethwagner@gmail.com). 
 
The Way Forward – Identity, Unity and Visioning Congregational Fellowship Gatherings  
 
January 6  -  February 3  -  March 3 
2:00 to 4:00 p.m., Miller Hall 
 
This triple set of two-hour seminars will focus on what it means to be a stable, unified Jesus-following church 
in the midst of conference chaos stirred by The Way Forward. 
 
Session I will introduce the conference initiative and will explain the options coming to the floor in the 
General Conference vote scheduled for February 2019. Each session will begin with a meditation, followed by 
a short informative seminar, scripture study, and discussion/Q&A. The goal will be to foster healthy 
communication, keep the focus on Jesus, and commit to going forward in faith together as a unified church in 
mission for God. 
 
Coffee Hour with the Pastor:  Wednesdays, 3:00 p.m. in the Library starting January 9 
 
Come and hang out with Pastor Lori to talk and share coffee or tea. Talk, have a biscuit or two, and bring your 
creative ideas for ministry and mission! 
  

Good Grief! 
 
Newly forming Grief Group.  Are you grieving a loss of a loved one? An identity? A divorce? A life change? 
Come and join us Monday nights, 7:30 p.m. in the Library starting January 7. 

Family Festival Sunday:  Sunday January 27  
 
On Sunday, January 27, QUMC will host a special event for children aged two through 18 during the 9:00 a.m.  
service and Sunday School hour.  We are inviting young families in the community to attend the service to 
learn firsthand about the programs QUMC offers children, as well as to meet and interact with members of our 
church.   We will begin in the sanctuary where children’s program leaders will briefly highlight individual 
programs.  Visiting parents and children will then tour the church, participating in brief activities in the 
Christian Ed area.  Afterward, everyone will reconvene in Miller Hall to mingle, enjoy light refreshments, and 
observe the annual children’s festivity, “Jammies for Jesus,” in action.  The event will conclude by 10:45am. 
 
Please spread the word and invite or bring a guest family or child to this event on January 27.  
 
In the event of inclement weather, the event will be postponed to Sunday, February 10, 2019. 

mailto:loribethwagner@gmail.com
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Bible In a  
Year Time! 

It’s been three years since we began our last Bible reading program, and it’s time to offer it again. Yay! This 
year we are also offering a much shorter New Testament In A Year option along with three full Bible reading 
plans.  
 
Joining together with others in the congregation to read the Bible is a powerful commitment, focusing on 
increasing our familiarity with the whole of scripture rather than deep study. Like before, we will offer 
suggestions for plans in different styles. If you decide that you are ready to commit to this, please let Babs 
Kerns (babs.kerns@gmail.com) know which plan you intend to use so that we can share that information with 
others who have chosen the same plan. This will allow us to encourage each other throughout the year and 
discuss the readings with people in the same passages.  
 
This year, we are offering four plans, each with different approaches to scripture. Three of them can be found 
in the YouVersion Bible app and each also has an electronic or paper copy we can supply that can be used 
independently. There are some great benefits to using the YouVersion app to read the Bible. Not only does it 
track your progress, it can be configured to remind you to read your plan entry each day. You can invite others 
to do plans with you, alloinwg you to experience each other’s progress. And it can read the day’s scriptures 
out loud to you on your phone! This feature alone makes it ideal for  listening dur ing the morning 
commute, at the bus stop, at lunch, or any other waiting time of your day. (I love living in the future!)  If 
anyone would like assistance setting up the YouVersion Bible app on your phone or tablet, just let Babs know. 
 

Front to Back Version - This plan marches straight through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. This 
plan can be found in YouVersion under the name Canonical.  
 

Blended Version - This plan walks through the Bible with four parts to each day. Each day includes the Old 
Testament, the New Testament, part of Psalms, and a few Proverbs. This is a nice way to read through 
an order that doesn’t wait until September to reach the New Testament or read all the Psalms in a row. 
This plan can be found in YouVersion under the name The One Year Bible.  
 

Interleaved Version - This plan (used here at QUMC over 10 years ago) splits the Bible into seven 
categories - epistles, the law, history, psalms, poetry, prophesy, and gospels - one assigned for each day 
of the week. Although more mixed than the Blended plan, this cycle through the groups keeps the 
content fresh and interesting all year long. This plan is not available in the YouVersion app.  
 

New Testament Version - This plan walks through the New Testament only, with a great schedule - only 
one chapter a day, five days a week, making it simple to avoid your busiest days while keeping on 
track. This can be a great option for families to do together without the longer daily commitment. This 
plan can be found in YouVersion under the name Discipleship Journal’s 5x5x5 Reading Plan.  

 
The schedule for each of these versions is available by request from the church office (barb@qumc.com) or 
from Babs Kerns (babs.kerns@gmail.com).  You may also contact Babs with any questions. 
 

mailto:babs.kerns@gmail.com
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      Revenues  Expenditures          
    
November   $  22,989.85  $  21,048.87 
 
Year to date:       $254,517.35  $260,944.79 
 
Balance - At  the end of November the QUMC budget 
is $6,500 in the negative.  Please pray for our church! 

Stewardship Campaign - Thank you to all who have submitted your Commitment Cards.  If you have not 
yet returned your 2019 Commitment Card, it is not too late.  This is your opportunity to prayerfully 
consider what God is asking of you for 2019. 
 
 
2019 Budget - The process for building the 2019 QUMC Budget was adopted at the December 20, 2018 
Church Council Meeting.  A summary of 2019 Budget information can be noted below:  
 
 

2019 QUMC Budget Notes 
  
 
The  2019 QUMC Budget is $289,905.65, $42,505.09 less than the 2018  Budget, and more in line 
with the 2017 Budget. 
 
The major decreases are in the line items of Pastoral Support and Personnel Expenses due to a new 
Pastor and the reduction from full-time to part-time for the Youth Pastor position.  A detailed copy of 
the budget is available in the church office.  It should be noted that there will not be a beginning 
balance, unlike previous years, due to less revenues received than needed to fund the 2018 QUMC 
Budget. 
 
A well deserved "thank you" for the hard work of all the church committees and chairpersons in their 
efforts to develop and recommend this budget! 

 
 
Just A Thought:  What do you do with the " Initial Envelopes"  received in your  envelope 
packet?  Have you ever considered giving $2 or $3 each time to help offset the cost of the offering 
envelopes paid by our church?   
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Looking for ways  
you can help? 

Hospitality Committee is still looking for  some volunteers. Meetings are held on the second Monday of 
each month.  Contact Mary Ellen (Molly) Minarik (610-282-3708) for more information.  Positions available 
include:  

  
Sunday Hospitality Table (once per month) 
Serving as Membership Secretary 
Assisting with Membership and Attendance Records 
Checking the pews each week to make sure Bibles, hymnals, pencils and other information  
 are in tact 

 

Family Festival Sunday  
 
Looking for help with preparations leading up to Family Festival Sunday, including invitations, etc. Assistance 
is also needed on January 27 to greet visitors and provide tours of the church to parents and children.  If you 
can assist in this effort, please contact Mary Ellen (Molly) Minarik (610-282-3708).  
 
Faith Preschool 
 
Seeking volunteers to read Bible stories to preschool children once a week in the three– and four-year-old 
classes.   See Pastor Lori if you are willing to share your faith with the youngsters of our preschool program. 
 

A Children’s Moment:  Children’s Time During Church Services 
 
The 11:00 a.m. Sunday morning worship service includes a Children’s Moment each Sunday.  This is a nice 
opportunity to reach out to our congregation’s youngest with a message of love and inclusion in our church 
family. Please sign up for a Sunday to share a moment in time with God’s little ones. It is as easy as smiling at 
a new born baby.   

 
There is a sign up sheet on the Children’s Ministries bulletin board across the hall from the nursery, you can 
place a note in the offering plate or you can contact Marj (215-257-7389 or imaginativekhan@hotmail.com). 

mailto:imaginativekhan@hotmail.com
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Family Matters 

Happy Birthday!  Richard Hillegass – January 4, Grace Mohr – January 7. 
 

If you are 80 years old (or over) and would like your birthday included in the newsletter, please let the church 
office know.  
 

Notes of Thanks! 

 

Thank you to all who supported our annual Kensington Area Christmas Tree project with presents for the 
children and youth of Kensington. We reached out in love and gifts for 247 kids, Thank you so very much!  
 

                                                                                                    The Missions Group 
 

Thank you to my church family for the many notes, cards and visits.  It is so very much appreciated. 
 

                                                                                               God Bless, Jean Savage 
 

I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all who attended the Open House at my home on December 2.  
Thanks so much to all of you for your presence and the unexpected gifts.  I will treasure each one.  You are the 
most loving and beautiful people and I’m so happy to be part of your church and your ministries. 
 

                                                                             Blessings and Prayers, Pastor Lori 
 

The Friendship Circle would like to sincerely say “thank you” to all who helped make our Fall 2018 Rummage 
Sale a huge success. We made over $3,500!  This amount is well above our normal figures for this sale.  Thank 
you to everyone who donated their time, baked goods and unwanted treasures for us to sell. We couldn't do this 
mission without the cooperation and help of our church members.  Special thanks to Barb Hafler and Lynn, 
our sexton. We are able to tithe to a missions project with a portion of the monies we earn.  Funds from past 
rummage sales have been used to replace the folding chairs in Miller Hall with new Lifetime chairs, which we 
hope are being enjoyed by all.   Additional funds will be used for projects planned in the months ahead. 
                                 

                                                                                                                                         Thank You, Becky Petko 
 

Last, but certainly not least: 
 
Thank you to all those who helped with the Christmas Carnival and to those who donated for the event! 
(Applebee’s, BJ’s Wholesale Club, Frederick Meats and Missions Commission.  Hot dogs for the event were 
donated by Tom Frederick of Frederick’s Meats, in memory of Dan Pompei, QUMC’s former sexton.) 
 

Many thanks to all those who made the annual Christmas pageant possible.   Thank you for your gift of time 
and energy that you put into this event.  And to all the children who were able to participate in this event  -  we 
all enjoyed the music!  Thank you for sharing your gift of song.   
 

Special thanks to our Praise Band who blesses us each Sunday with the wonderful gift of their musical talents!  
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January 2019 
Church Activity Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
HAPPY 
NEW  

YEAR! 

2 
6:30 a.m. Life Group 

10:00 a.m. Shalom 

Bible Study 

6:30 p.m.  

Joyful Noise 

7:00 p.m. Shalom 

Bible, Study, Choir 

3 
2:00 p.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 

4 
8:30 a.m. 
Life Group 

 

5 

6 ** 
2:00 p.m.  
Congregational  
Gathering 
4:00 p.m.  
Congregational Dinner 
5:30  p.m. 
Youth Group Dream 
Session 
6:30 p.m. Life Group 

7 
6:30 p.m. The 
Edge Bible Study, 
Girl Scouts 
7:30 p.m. 
Grief Group 
 

8 
6:30 p.m. 
Christian Ed 
7:00 p.m. 
Trustees 

9 
6:30 a.m. Life Group 

10:00 a.m. Shalom Bible 

Study 

3:00 p.m. Coffee with 

Pastor Lori 

6:30 p.m.  

Joyful Noise 

7:00 p.m. Shalom Bible, 

Study, Choir 

10 
2:00 p.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
5:00 p.m. Faith  
Preschool  
Registration 
7:00 p.m. Finance 

11 
8:30 a.m. 
Life Group 

12 

13 ** 
New Member  
Sunday 
6:30 p.m. 
Life Group 

14 
6:30 p.m. The 
Edge Bible Study, 
Girl Scouts 
7:00 p.m. SPRC 
7:30 p.m. 
Grief Group 

15 
6:30 p.m.  
Worship 
7:00 p.m. 
Missions 

16 
6:30 a.m. Life Group 

10:00 a.m. Shalom Bible 

Study 

3:00 p.m. Coffee with 

Pastor Lori 

6:30 p.m.  

Joyful Noise 

7:00 p.m. Shalom Bible, 

Study, Choir 

17 
2:00 p.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 

18 
8:30 a.m. 
Life Group 

19 
8:30 a.m. Ladies’ 
Breakfast 

20 ** 

Missionary Sunday 
12 noon Missions  
Luncheon 
6:00 p.m. Kid’s Club 
Games & Ice Cream 
Social 
6:30 p.m. Life Group 
7:00 p.m. All Chairs  
Fireside Chat 

21 
6:30 p.m. The Edge 
Bible Study, 
Girl Scouts 
7:30 p.m. 
Grief Group, Milford 
Trumbauersville 
Democrats 

22 23 
6:30 a.m. Life Group 

10:00 a.m. Shalom Bible 

Study 

3:00 p.m. Coffee with 

Pastor Lori 

6:30 p.m.  

Joyful Noise 

7:00 p.m. Shalom Bible, 

Study, Choir 

24 
2:00 p.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 

25 
8:30 a.m. 
Life Group 

 
 

26 

27 ** 
Human Relations Day 
Family Festival  
Sunday 
6:00 p.m. Faith  
Preschool Board 
6:30 p.m. 
Life Group 

28 
6:30 p.m. The 
Edge Bible Study, 
Girl Scouts 
7:30 p.m. 
Grief Group 

29 30 
6:30 a.m. Life Group 

10:00 a.m. Shalom Bible 

Study 

3:00 p.m. Coffee with 

Pastor Lori 

6:30 p.m.  

Joyful Noise 

7:00 p.m. Shalom Bible, 

Study, Choir 

31 
9:00 a.m. 
Missions Soup-
Making 
2:00 p.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 

  

**SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 


